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with the Beloved. The fact that he, and all
other Sufi poets, use as an analogy the love
between man and woman renders the spiritual
meaning extremely vague. We have, however,
already considered this point in the introduction,
and it needs no further explanation. The Masnavi
has all the pantheistic beauty of the Psalms,
the music of the hills, the colour and scent of
roses, the swaying of forests ; but it has con-
siderably more than that. These things of scent
and form and colour are the Mirror of the Be-
loved; these earthy loves the journey down
the valley into the Rose-Garden where the roses
never fade, and where Love is.